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FOREWARD

I hope there will always be a Land of Beyond for
Lions International : a goal that will keep growing
larger and larger as we approach it, yet will keep
just out of reach, challenging us to run faster,
work harder, think bigger, and give more.

Melvin Jones

Once in every generation or era a man appears
and in his fleeting hour on the stage leaves an
indelible imprint on the lives of his fellow men,
and upon generations yet to come. Such a man
was Melvin Jones. All over the world today, he is
the symbol of manõsconcern for his fellow man;
the guiding spirit of a great movement for
human welfare ; the eternal inspiration for men
of good will who find unselfish rewards in human
service .

International President Finis Davis 1961



The Strength of Lions

It is a somber place, in this road I pass
As I drive to work, and then travel back.
A reminder to me of two lives shattered,

Two strong bodies, now broken and battered. 

That tragic day made us all stop and pray,
Why would God want to hurt them in this way?

Was it to show us all that we can survive, 
If in our hearts we have the strength of Lions?

Through it all they still served all human kind
And they moved on with the strength of Lions.

Continuing to contribute, continuing to give
For that is the only way they know to live.

Days go by and responsibilities move on, 
Yet not a day shall pass without the thought

Of two dear friends, so ready to serve,
Changed by a chore they didnõt deserve.

Over a year has passed and a selfish crime
Has now taken the life of our head Lion.

With the strength of lions, we must pull together
Through our acts, his legacy will live forever.

I say good bye to you Bob, but will remember you always.
You were a friend, and a mentor in so many ways.

I will miss your sarcasm, your jokes, your humor, your smile.
And the way for our community, you always went the extra mile.

Lion Valari Chavez

Lion Bob walking along the shore of a lake near Tyler, TX, at sunset.



A Tribute To Bob Callender

As we traverse this journey called life, our path crossesthat of many individuals. Most

of these instances result in mere acquaintances. The outcome of some are friendships,

a few of which will stand the test of time . A sprinkling of those special relationships

are with extraordinary people who have a momentous impact on our lives. Bob

Callender was one of those special people to me.

There were three things I most admired about Bobðhis leadership ability, his senseof

humor, and his courage. Bobõsunique leadership style can be summed up in a quote by

John Quincy Adams: òIfyour actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do

more and become more, you are a leader.ó During the 37 years Bob was a Lion, he

served in many leadership roles including that of Club President, District Governor, and

Multiple Council Chairman. Bob always used his position to lead, not by domination,

but rather to mentor and instill passion resulting in Lions wanting to do more and take

on more responsibility. A good example of Bobõsability to motivate and inspire others

is shown in his touching story of the young child he got to know one summer when

escorting kids to the Texas Lions Camp in Kerrville for disabled children . Even though

he had been a Lion for several years, it was the following summer when he eagerly

went back to help escort children to the Camp and learned his little friend had passed

away that Bob realized what Lionism is really all about. Bob would relate this story

many times over the years to convey the fact that there are two milestones in being a

Lion. One is the day you sign up and the other is the day you become a Lion when you

experience an event like that with the little boy and your life is changed forever.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said, òA sense of humor is part of the art of

leadership, of getting along with people, of getting things done.ó This quote

exemplified how Bobõssense of humor was such a vital part of his leadership style.

Bobõsunique senseof humor could uplift you on your most down day or just make you

feel so good about being a Lion. He realized that if service to others was to be

productive, it had to be fun. Bobõsinfamous yell, òArewe having fun yet?ówould

always resonate to let you know the upcoming event was about to start and you were

going to have fun whether you wanted to or not!

òOutof suffering have emerged the strongest souls.ó This quote by Edwin Chapin

reflects how Bob dealt with his health issues during his last year. Bobõspositive

attitude and sense of humor, which were always his trademarks, were especially

noticeable during his last few months when he was faced with his greatest challenge.

The unwavering sparkle in Bobõseyes, his constant smile, and a subtle joke or

humorous sarcasm were there to let you know he was making the ògoodfightóand for

you not to worry about him. His gentle shake of your hand and òthanksso muchó

when you were leaving reminded you that he so appreciated you thinking of him.

Bob was a very special person and dear friend whom we will sorely miss. Our sorrow

will be eased by the many fond memories he left us and he will remain in our minds

and hearts forever. His undying spirit will provide the impetus for us to do more as

Lions for our fellow man to make this a better place for all . Farewell fellow Lion and
dear friend .

LionBrysonMcCool



11 months old

The Young Lion: The Early Years

Two years old

Four years old

Three years old

Nine years old

Twelve years old

Robert Alan òBobó Callender was born in Wichita, KS, on 7 July 1935 to Lila 
Eileen and Burt Callender. Shortly after his birth, the family moved to 
Amarillo, TX, where Bob grew up.



The Young Lion: The Early Years (Contõd)

Bob with his Mother, Lila 
Eileen Callender (1947).

Bob with a date (1955).

Bob (far right) watching as two of his scouts 
receive a check from the Optimists Club (1972)

Bob (circa 1970).

Bob served in the US Navy from 1952-1956 and Inactive
Reserves 1956-60 after which he attended North Texas
University . From 1957-77, he worked for the trucking
equipment industry . In 1977 he started an insurance
agency with Farmers Insurance Group in El Paso, TX.
During this time, he resided in Horizon City where he
served as a Fire Department volunteer (fire fighter to
Chief), Horizon City Alderman, El Paso County Water
Authority Commissioner, and Chair-person and Board
member of the El Paso Central Appraisal District . He also
was a Little League Coach and Scout Master . In 1997, he
semi-retired and moved to Ruidoso, NM, in 2000 .



The Lion Years 2002 - 2003

Ruidoso Valley Noon Lions new officer installation/new 
member induction night where Lion Bob was Master of 
Ceremonies (June 2002).

Lions Bob and Kitty enjoying 2002 State Convention in 
Ruidoso.

Lions Jim Burrow and Bob resting 
after the  Ruidoso River Clean -Up 
(June 2002).

Lions Bob and Kitty at Ruidoso 
Noon Christmas party (2002)

Lions Bryson McCool, Don Blair, and Bob 
Callender working the Outdoor Expo Show 
(2002).

Bob joined Lions in November 1972 in Lancaster, TX. In 1974, he transferred to the Ysleta 
Lions in El Paso and then a year later to the Horizon City Lions. In 1994, he led the effort 
to charter a new Club, the Pride of El Paso County Lions Club where he was a member until 
2000. In 2000, he joined the Ruidoso Noon Lions Club. During his 37 years as a Lion, Bob
was Club President (6 terms), District Tail
Twister (8 terms), Zone Chairman (4 terms),
Region Chair (2 terms), and Extension Chair
(3 terms) . He was District 40S Governor
2004 -05 and Multiple District 40 Chair
2007 -08. In 2005 , he and his wife, Kitty,
led the effort to charter a new Club, the
Capitan Smokey Bear Lions Club. Lion Bob
had a sincere and exceptional passion for
Lionism and its goal to try and make this
world a better place for everyone. The
extraordinary inspiration he was able to
convey resulted in several new clubs being
formed and many new Lions joining the ranks
of the greatest service organization in the
world .


